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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's election without traverse of Species I in the reply filed on November 
22, 2006 is acknowledged. Claims 1-20 were examined in this action. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 7,9, and 13 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 7, line 1: "bracing member" should be -bracing device-. 
Claim 9, line 3: "couple" appears it should be -coupled-. 
Claim 13, line 4: "a plurality of of should be -a plurality of-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-2, 4-13, and 15-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US 5,507,118 to Brown. 

Claim 1: 

Brown teaches a bracing device comprising: 
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a plurality of bracing members (23,25,37, Fig.2), each bracing 
member having an adjustable length (Column 2, lines 8-11); 

a coupling device configured to couple the bracing members 
together (45,47, Fig.2); and 

wherein the coupling device allows the bracing members to support 
an enclosed geometric shape. 

Claim 2: 

Brown teaches the bracing device of claim 1 , wherein each bracing 
member further comprises a first and second end (ends near the corners of the 
board, Fig.2). 
Claim 4: 

Brown teaches the bracing device of claim 2, wherein each bracing 
member comprises an elongated hollow member (23, 25, Fig. 3) having a first 
telescoping member configured to extend outward from the first end of each 
bracing member and second telescoping member configured to extend outward 
from the second end of each bracing member (37, Fig.3). 
Claim 5: 

Brown teaches the bracing device of claim 4, wherein the first and second 
telescoping members each further comprise a plurality of locking pins (41, Fig.3) 
configured to maintain an extended position of the first and second telescoping 
member with respect to the corresponding bracing member. 
Claim 6: 
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Brown teaches the bracing device of claim 1 , wherein each bracing 
member further comprises a plurality of holes configured to receive the coupling 
device (43, Fig. 3). 
Claim 7: 

Brown teaches the bracing member of claim 4, wherein the first 
telescoping member is configured to extend and maintain a desired distance 
from the first end and the second telescoping member is configured to extend 
and maintain substantially the same distance from the second end as the desired 
distance (Column 2, lines 8-11, Fig.2). 
Claim 8: 

Brown teaches the bracing device of claim 1 , wherein the coupling device 
is further configured to couple the plurality of bracing members such that the 
bracing members are aligned with each other. The coupling device can be 
loosened allowing the members to rotate completely and align with each other. 
Claim 9: 

Brown teaches the bracing device of claim 1 , wherein the coupling device 
is configured to permanently couple the bracing members (The coupling device is 
a bolt, Column 3, lines 33-34), the coupling device configured such that each 
coupled bracing member is individually positonable. 
Claim 10: 
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Brown teaches the bracing device of claim 1 , wherein each bracing 
member further comprises a hole located at the longitudinal center of the bracing 
member (43, Fig. 3), the hole configured to receive the coupling device. 
Claim 11: 

Brown teaches the bracing device of claim 1 1 , wherein the coupling 
device is configured to couple the bracing members such that the bracing 
members are rotatable through a 360-degree range around the coupling device. 
The coupling device can be loosened allowing the members to rotate completely 
and align with each other. 
Claim 12: 

Brown teaches the bracing device of claim 1 , wherein the coupling device 
is further configured to couple a first bracing member and a second bracing 
member to maintain a substantially perpendicular relationship between the first 
bracing member and the second bracing member (Column 3, lines 64-67). 
Claim 13: 

Brown teaches a method for bracing and supporting an enclosed 
geometric shape, the method comprising: 

providing a bracing device comprising 

a plurality of bracing members (23,25, 37, Fig. 2), each 
bracing member having an adjustable length (Column 2, lines 8-11), 
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a coupling device (45,47, Fig.3) that couples the bracing 
members together and allows the bracing members to support 
substantially all sides of an enclosed geometric shape; 

adjusting the length of one of the bracing members to substantially 
the same length as a diameter of two opposing sides of the enclosed 
geometric shape (Column 2, line 8-11); 

installing the first bracing member between the two opposing sides; 

and 

repeating the length adjustment and installation of additional 
bracing members of the bracing device until substantially all the sides of 
the enclosed geometric shape are supported by at least one bracing 
member of the bracing device (Column 2, lines 1-11). 

Claim 15: 

Brown teaches the method of claim 13, wherein adjusting the length of 
each bracing member further comprises extending a first telescoping member 
configured to extend outward from the first end of each bracing member (Column 
2, lines 1-11). 
Claim 16: 

Brown teaches the method of claim 13, wherein adjusting the length of 
each bracing member further comprises extending a second telescoping member 
configured to extend outward from the second end of each bracing member 
(Column 2, lines 1-11). 
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Claim 17: 

Brown teaches the method of claim 13, further comprising maintaining an 
extended position of the first and second telescoping member (Column 2, lines 8- 
11). 
Claim 18: 

Brown teaches the method of claim 13, further comprising rotating the 
bracing members about the coupling device through a 360-degree range (The 
coupling device allows the members to pivot and rotate, with a loosened device 
the members will rotate 360 degrees. 
Claim 19: 

Brown teaches the method of claim 13, further comprising maintaining a 
substantially perpendicular relationship between a first and second bracing 
member (Column 3, lines 64-66). 
Claim 20: 

Brown teaches a bracing apparatus, the apparatus comprising: 

means for coupling a plurality of members together (45,47, Fig. 3); 
means for supporting substantially all sides of an enclosed 

geometric shape (23,25, 37, Fig.2); and 

means for adjusting the length of a bracing member to substantially 

the same length as a diameter of two opposing sides of the enclosed 
' geometric shape (Column 2, lines 1-11). 
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Claims 1-3 and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by JP 2000179182 A to Ichikawa. 

Claim 1: 

Ichikawa teaches a bracing device comprising: 

a plurality of bracing members (A,B, Exhibit X), each bracing 
member having an adjustable length; 

a coupling device (C, Exhibit X) configured to couple the bracing 

members together; and 

wherein the coupling device allows the bracing members to support 

an enclosed geometric shape. 

Claim 2: 

Ichikawa teaches the bracing device of claim 1 , wherein each bracing 
member further comprises a first and second end (D, E, Exhibit X). 
Claim 3: 

Ichikawa teaches the bracing device of claim 2, further comprising a 
plurality of articulating feet (F, Exhibit X), each bracing member having a first 
articulating foot connected to the first end, and a second articulating foot 
connected to the second end. 
Claim 13: 

Brown teaches a method for bracing and supporting an enclosed 
geometric shape, the method comprising: 

providing a bracing device comprising 
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a plurality of bracing members (A, B, Exhibit X), each 
bracing member having an adjustable length, 

a coupling device (C, Exhibit X) that couples the bracing 
members together and allows the bracing members to support 
substantially all sides of an enclosed geometric shape; 

adjusting the length of one of the bracing members to substantially 
the same length as a diameter of two opposing sides of the enclosed 
geometric shape (D, Exhibit X); 

installing the first bracing member between the two opposing sides; 

and 

repeating the length adjustment and installation of additional 
bracing members of the bracing device until substantially all the sides of 
the enclosed geometric shape are supported by at least one bracing 
member of the bracing device (E, Exhibit X). 

Claim 14: 

Brown teaches the method of claim 13, further comprising articulating a 
plurality of feet (F, Exhibit X), each bracing member having a first articulating foot 
attached to the first end, and a second articulating foot attached to a second end. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan D. Kwiecinski whose telephone number is 
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(571)272-5160. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8 am 
to 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl Friedman can be reached on (571)272-6842. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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